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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 15, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hickle (2005/01 1 2325). 

As to claim 1 Hickle discloses a conscious sedation system comprising 
a) a controlled 14) which generates a request for a predetermined response from a 
patient (paragraph 69) and which analyses at least a response made by the patient to 
the request to determine a level of sedation of the patient (paragraph 113); and b) a 
response testing apparatus (256) including: (1) a request assembly (264) which 
communicates to the patient the request generated by the controller; and (2) a response 
assembly (266) which senses the response and which communicates the response to 
the controller, wherein at least one of the request assembly and the response 
assembly includes a cableless communication device which communicates at least one 
of the request and the response between the controller and the patient (paragraph 136; 
states that the controller that communicates with either the request/response 
assemblies can be set at a remote location and is therefore cableless or wireless). 
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As to claim 2, Hickle discloses a conscious sedation system, wherein a 
user and/or the controller determines a delivery schedule of a conscious-sedation drug 
to the patient based at least in part on the determined level of sedation of the patient 
(paragraphs 1 1 3 and 114). 

As to claim 5, discloses conscious sedation system, also including a console, 
wherein the controller is disposed in the console (10; Fig.1). 

As to claim 6, discloses a response testing apparatus for a conscious sedation 
system comprising: a) a request assembly (264) which communicates to a patient a 
request generated by a controller (14) of the conscious sedation system for a 
predetermined response from the patient; and b) a response assembly (266) which 
senses a response made by the patient to the request and which communicates the 
response to the controller which analyses at least the response to determine a level of 
sedation of the patient (paragraph 113), wherein at least one of the request assembly 
and the response assembly includes a cableless communication device which 

41 

communicates at least one of the request and the response between the controller 

« 

and the patient (paragraph 136; states that the controller that communicates with either 
the request/response assemblies can be set at a remote location and is therefore 
cableless or wireless). 

As to claim 7, discloses a response testing apparatus wherein the request 
assembly includes a cableless communication device, which communicates the request 
from the controller to the patient (paragraph 1 13, 1 14, 124 and 136; request device can 
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take several embodiments such as disclosed, a speaker which provides an audible 
command for a patient to activate the response switch). 

As to claim 15, discloses a response testing apparatus (266) wherein the 
response assembly includes a cableless communication device, which communicates 
the response from the patient to the controller (paragraph 112, 113, and 136). 

As to claim 18, discloses a response testing apparatus wherein the request 
assembly includes a cableless communication device, which communicates the request 
from the controller to the patient, and wherein the response assembly includes a 
cableless communication device which communicates the response from the patient to 
the controller (Paragraph 112-114 and 136; if controller were set at a remote location 
and operated wirelessly, then the wires and cables connecting the controller to the 
response and request assemblies would inherently be "cableless"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

* 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 
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4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobvibusness. 

* 

Claims 3, 4, 8-14, 16, 17, and 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Hickle in view of Randell et al (6415439) 

As to claim 3, Hickle discloses a conscious sedation system with all the 
* 

limitations of claim 3 with the exception of wherein the cableless communication device 
includes a transmitter and a receiver in cableless communication with the transmitter, 
and wherein the cableless communication device imposes a unique identifier on at least 
one of the transmitter and the receiver, which prevents the cableless communication 
device from responding to crosstalk from other transmitters. Randell et al disclose a 
protocol for a wireless control system wherein the cableless communication device 
includes a transmitter (86) and a receiver (87) in cableless communication with the 
transmitter, and wherein the cableless communication device imposes a unique 
identifier (112) on at least one of the transmitter and the receiver, which prevents the 
cableless communication device from responding to crosstalk from other transmitters 
(Col. 18, lines 46-62). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wireless sedation system of 
Hickle to have a transmitter and receiver wherein the device imposes a unique identifier 
on at least one of the transmitter and the receiver because the use of a transmitter and 
receiver is well known in the wireless control system art and "the identifier allows the 
controller to distinguish among several devices of the same genus that respond to the 
same link acquisition message (cross talk)." Further it is inherent that a wireless system 
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such as Hickle has a receiver and transmitter of some sort although it is not explicitly 
expressed. 

As to claim 4, Hickle disclose a conscious sedation system with all the limitations 
of claim 4 with the exception of wherein the unique identifier is manually-triggered, or is 
automatically proximity-triggered when the transmitter and the receiver are brought into 
proximity to each other, or requires both manual and proximity triggering (Col. 4, lines 1- 
7, which expresses that the identifier can be manually triggered by the protocol handler 
as taught by Randell et al. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wireless sedation apparatus 
of Hickle to include a manually or automatically triggered identifier since it is well known 
in the art as taught by Randell et al to utilize identifiers to prevent crosstalk between 
different devices. 

As to claim 8, Hickle disclose a response testing apparatus with all the limitations 
of claim 8 with the exception of wherein the cableless communication device includes 
an RF transmitter (86) and includes an RF receiver (87) in wireless communication with 
the RF transmitter and disposed proximate the patient as taught by Randell et al. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the wireless sedation apparatus of Hickle to utilize RF transmitters and 
receivers because their use is well known in the art as taught by Randell et al in 
wireless control systems. 

As to claim 9, Hickle disclose a testing apparatus with all the limitations of claim 9 
with the exception of wherein the request assembly verifies that the request was 
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received by the RF receiver. Randell et al disclose a protocol for a wireless control 
system that utilizes an RF receiver for receiving signals from a transmitter. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the wireless sedation apparatus of Hickle to utilize RF transmitters and 
receivers because their use is well known in the art as taught by Randell et al in 
wireless control systems. 

As to daim 10, Hickle discloses a response testing apparatus wherein the 
request assembly includes a battery-operated portion, and wherein the request 
assembly includes a battery-operated portion (paragraph 160). 

As to claim 11, Hickle disclose a response testing apparatus (266) wherein the 
request assembly includes a speaker (paragraph 124), which is activated to produce an 
audible request to the patient (paragraph 124). Hickle does not disclose the use of an 
RF receiver to activate the speaker. Randell et al disclose a protocol for a wireless 
control system that utilizes an RF receiver to receive signals. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the wireless sedation apparatus of Hickle to utilize RF transmitters and receivers 
because their use is well known in the art as taught by Randell et al in wireless control 
systems. 

As to claim 12, Hickle discloses a response testing apparatus (266) wherein the 
speaker is an earphone disposable proximate an ear of the patient (Fig. 16). 

As to claim 13, Hickle discloses a response testing apparatus wherein the 
request assembly (264) includes a vibrator that is activated to produce a tactile 
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response to the patient (paragraph 121). Hickle does not disclose an RF receiver used 
to activate the vibrator. Randell et al disclose a protocol for a wireless control system 
that utilizes an RF receiver. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the wireless sedation apparatus of Hickle 
to utilize RF transmitters and receivers because their use is well known in the art as 
taught by Randell et al in wireless control systems. 

As to claim 14, Hickle discloses a response testing apparatus wherein the 
vibrator is disposed in a handpiece (paragraph 121), and wherein the handpiece is 
disposable proximate a hand of the patient (paragraph 121; further it is inherent that a 
handpiece would be proximate a patient's hand). 

As to claim 16, Hickle discloses a response testing apparatus wherein the 
cableless communication device includes a transmitter (in the form of a speaker or 
vibrator in a handpiece) disposed proximate the patient and includes a receiver (system 
inherently has a receiver that receives signals sent from transmitter that is analyzed by 
the controller to determine level of sedation) in wireless communication with the 
transmitter (paragraph 136; if controller were set at a remote location and operated 
wirelessly, then the wires and cables connecting the controller to the response and 
request assemblies would inherently be "cableless"). Hickle disclose a response testing 
apparatus with all the limitations of claim 16 with the exception of wherein the cableless 
communication device includes an RF transmitter (86) and includes an RF receiver (87) 
in wireless communication with the RF transmitter and disposed proximate the patient 
as taught by Randell et al. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
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at the time the invention was made to modify the wireless sedation apparatus of Hickle 
to utilize RF transmitters and receivers because their use is well known in the art as 
taught by Randell et al in wireless control systems. 

As to claim 17, Hickle discloses a response testing apparatus wherein the 
response assembly includes a handpiece (Fig. 12A; paragraph 120 and 121) disposable 
proximate a hand of the patient, wherein the handpiece includes a switch (307), and 
wherein the response includes the patient activating the switch whereby a signal is sent 
by a transmitter. Hickle does not disclose that the transmitter is an RF transmitter. 
Randell et al disclose a protocol for a wireless control system that utilizes an RF 
transmitter. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the wireless sedation apparatus of Hickle to utilize RF 
transmitters and receivers because their use is well known in the art as taught by 
Randell et al in wireless control systems. 

As to claim 19, discloses a response testing apparatus for a conscious sedation 

■ 

system comprising: a) a request assembly (264) which communicates to a patient a 
request generated by a controller of the conscious sedation system for a predetermined 
response from the patient (paragraph 69); and b) a response assembly (266) which 
senses a response made by the patient to the request and which communicates the 
response to the controller which analyses at least the response to determine a level of 
sedation of the patient (paragraph 113), wherein at least one of the request assembly 
and the response assembly includes a cableless communication device which 
communicates at least one of the request and the response between the controller and 
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the patient (Paragraph 112-114 and 136; if controller were set at a remote location and 
operated wirelessly, then the wires and cables connecting the controller to the response 
and request assemblies would inherently be "cableless"). What Hickle does not 
disclose is wherein the cableless communication device includes a transmitter and a 
receiver in cableless communication with the transmitter, and wherein the cableless 
communication device imposes a unique identifier on at least one of the transmitter and 
the receiver which prevents the cableless communication device from responding to 
crosstalk from other transmitters. Randell et al disclose a protocol for a wireless control 
system wherein the cableless communication device includes a transmitter (86) and a 
receiver (87) in cableless communication with the transmitter, and wherein the cableless 
communication device imposes a unique identifier (112) on at least one of the 
transmitter and the receiver, which prevents the cableless communication device from 
responding to crosstalk from other transmitters (Col. 18, lines 46-62). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the wireless sedation system of Hickle to have a transmitter and 
receiver wherein the device imposes a unique identifier on at least one of the transmitter 
and the receiver because the use of a transmitter and receiver is well known in the 

» 

wireless control system art and "the identifier allows the controller to distinguish among 
several devices of the same genus that respond to the same link acquisition message 
(cross talk)." Further it is inherent that a wireless system such as Hickle has a receiver 

■ 

and transmitter of some sort although it is not explicitly expressed. 
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As to claim 20, Hickle disclose a conscious sedation system with all the 
limitations of claim 4 with the exception of wherein the unique identifier is manually- 
triggered, or is automatically proximity-triggered when the transmitter and the receiver 
are brought into proximity to each other, or requires both manual and proximity 
triggering (Col. 4, lines 1-7, which expresses that the identifier can be manually 
triggered by the protocol handler as taught by Randell et al. Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the wireless sedation apparatus of Hickle to include a manually or automatically 
triggered identifier since it is well known in the art as taught by Randell et al to utilize 
identifiers to prevent crosstalk between different devices. 

As to claim 21, Hickle disclose a response testing apparatus with all the 
limitations of claim 21 with the exception of wherein the cableless communication 
device includes an RF transmitter (86) and includes an RF receiver (87) in wireless 
communication with the RF transmitter and disposed proximate the patient as taught by 
Randell et al. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the wireless sedation apparatus of Hickle to utilize RF 
transmitters and receivers because their use is well known in the art as taught by 
Randell et al in wireless control systems. 

As to claim 22, Hickle disclose a response testing apparatus with all the 
limitations of claim 22 with the exception of wherein the cableless communication 
device selects the operating frequency of at least one of the transmitter and the 
receiver, which prevents the cableless communication device from responding to 
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crosstalk from other transmitters. Randell et al disclose a protocol for a wireless control 
system wherein the cableless communication device selects the operating frequency of 
at least one of the transmitter and the receiver, which prevents the cableless 
communication device from responding to crosstalk from other transmitters (Col. 2, lines 
26-42 and Col. 18, lines 46-62). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the wireless 
sedation system of Hickle to select the operating frequency of at least one of the 
transmitter and receiver, to minimize cross talk and interference between similar 
transmitters and receivers in the area as taught by Randell et al. 

As to claim 23, Hickle disclose a response testing apparatus with all the 
limitations of the claim with the exception of wherein the cableless communication 
device selects a digital code for at least one of the transmitter and the receiver, which 
prevents the cableless communication device from responding to crosstalk from other 
transmitters. Randell et al disclose a protocol for a wireless control system wherein the 
cableless communication device includes a transmitter (86) and a receiver (87) in 
cableless communication with the transmitter, and wherein the cableless 
communication device imposes a unique identifier (112; which could be a digital code) 
on at least one of the transmitter and the receiver, which prevents the cableless 
communication device from responding to crosstalk from other transmitters (Col. 18, 
lines 46-62). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the wireless sedation system of Hickle to 
have a transmitter and receiver wherein the device imposes a unique identifier on at 
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least one of the transmitter and the receiver because the use of a transmitter and 
receiver is well known in the wireless control system art and "the identifier allows the 
controller to distinguish among several devices of the same genus that respond to the 
same link acquisition message (cross talk)." 

As to claim 24, Hickle discloses a response testing apparatus with all the 
limitations of claim 24 with the exception of including a lockout, which prevents use of 
the cableless communication device unless the imposition of the unique identifier has 
been successfully verified. Randell et al disclose a protocol for a wireless control 
system that includes a lockout, which prevents the use of the cableless communication 
device unless the imposition of the unique identifier has been verified (Col. 21, line 65 to 
Col. 22, line 34). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the wireless sedation system of Hickle to 
include a lockout, which prevents the use of the device unless the imposition of the 
unique identifier has been verified to ensure that no cross talk or interference occurs 
during the use of the sedation system, which may be detrimental to the health of the 
patient. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amadeus S. Lopez whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7937. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00AM-4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on (571) 272-4835. The fax phone number for 



the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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